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CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 05745 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EAID, PFOR, PO, UK 

SUBJECT: UK AID TO PORTUGAL 

REF: LONDON 2255 

1. OVERSEAS DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY (ODM) OFFICIALS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR AID TO PORTUGAL INFORMED EMBASSY 
APRIL 15 THAT UK HAS JUST RECEIVED REPLY TO THEIR 
OFFER TO SEND A MISSION TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE PROJECTS. GOP HAS TAKEN NOTE OF OFFER AND 
ASKED IF UK WOULD MIND WAITING UNTIL AFTER ELECTION FOR 
DEFINITIVE RESPONSE. 
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2. ODM PLANS TO WAIT 2-3 WEEKS AFTER ELECTION BEFORE 
PRODDING GOP FOR RESPONSE. HOWEVER. ODM WORKING LEVEL 
OFFICIALS EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT MEANINGFUL RESPONSE 
WILL BE FORTHCOMING AND STATED THAT OFFER WAS PROBABLY A 
"DEADLETTER." 
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